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Yellow Pine

Species Name: Pinus palustris

Country of Origin: Sourced from southern states of the 

US, they’re typically found along the East Texas to South 

Virginia coastal plain and into central Florida. The timber 

is derived from an evergreen conifer that thrives in most 

habitats but prefers dry, sandy and acidic soil types.

Woodshop’s Preferred Finish: Osmo 3044 Raw, 

Rustins Wood Dye

Durability: Slightly Durable (5 - 10 years)

Density: 670 Density (Kg/m³)

Uses: Joinery, stairs, flooring, benches, chairs, baskets, 

pallets, woodenware utensils, cutlery, plates 

and tableware.

Colour(s): The heartwood is a reddish brown colour 

with well-marked reddish-brown growth rings and the 

sapwood is yellow-white.
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The Tree: Also known as the Longleaf Pine, this evergreen conifer can grow to 

heights of 98 - 115 feet with a diameter of around 28 inches. They take 

somewhere between 100 - 150 years to mature to full size and can live up to 

500 years old. You can identify one of these trees by their distinctive thick and 

scaly red-brown bark and dark green, needle shaped leaves.

Conservation Status: Listed in IUCN’s (International Union for Conservation of 

Nature) ‘Endangered’ species category.

The Timber: This southern states softwood is fairly low strength, physically soft 

and light in weight with a straight grain, a medium to coarse texture and a 

resinous quality. The characteristic straight grain makes it suitable for a wide 

range of beautiful furniture, flooring and joinery projects. The high contrast 

produced by the colour of the growth rings makes this wood a particularly 

beautiful choice for a wide range of practical and creative applications.

Strength: The timber itself is soft, lightweight and lower in density but does 

o�er some durability. The heartwood is also known for being moderately 

resistant to decay and the relative softness of the wood will make it very 

suitable for an array of interior projects, tools and furniture.

Working Qualities: Yellow Pine responds well to most woodworking tools 

and takes glues, nails and screws well, finishing to a high quality standard. Extra 

care may need to be taken due to the resinous content of the wood, so to 

avoid saw teeth and sandpaper clogging or  machine table sticking, ensure that 

you have high grade tools and materials to hand and make necessary 

preparations prior to the woodworking process.


