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Meranti

Species Name: Shorea spp

Country of Origin: Meranti is derived from Shorea spp 

trees that originate in Southeast Asia, the Philippines, 

Northern India, Malaysia and Indonesia. These tall trees 

grow most abundantly in lowland dipterocarp forest, 

hill forests and coastal forests.

Woodshop’s Preferred Finish: Osmo Uv Pro 420, 429

Durability: Moderately Durable (5-10 years)

Density: Low to medium density - 710 Density (Kg/m³) 

Uses: Exterior and interior joinery, construction, 

flooring, windows, doors, cladding, furniture, boat 

building, general construction, cabinets, flooring.

Colour(s): Pale red or pinkish tone to reddish-brown 

in colour 



Sprucewool Ltd

Bickland Business Centre

Tregoniggie Industrial Estate

Bickland Water Road

Falmouth  |  Cornwall  |  TR11 4RS

����   sales@woodshopdirect.co.uk

   01326 370950

woodshopdirect.co.uk

The Tree: Shorea spp trees can reach incredible heights of 150 - 200 feet 

and in some cases even 300 feet tall. They are an evergreen, flowering 

species that typically blooms in sporadic 3 - 10 year intervals. Meranti trees 

have a dome-shaped canopy and a slow growth rate, making them highly 

desirable for building materials and furniture in regions where they thrive.

Conservation Status: Among the 148 Shorea species recorded by IUCN 

(International Union for Conservation of Nature), the majority are classified in 

the ‘Red List’ of Threatened Species. This is due to over-cutting as a result of 

its commercial value in woodworking.

The Timber: Often sold under the moniker of Philippine Mahogany, this 

beautiful hardwood is characterised by its straight, subtle and uniform grain 

with large pores. The heartwood  varies in colour from dark red and purple to 

a straw yellow or pale white in its extreme examples, but it’s most commonly 

pale red and pinkish in tone or reddish brown. Resistant to denting and 

abrasion, Meranti is certainly strong and durable enough for both interior and 

exterior joinery, lending itself to projects that favour function and practicality 

as well as style and simplicity.

Strength: Comparable to Oak in strength properties but not quite as hard. 

Although it doesn’t o�er great resistance to decay or insect attack, Meranti is 

resilient to warping, distorting and twisting, making it a practical and reliable 

choice for woodworking.

Working Qualities: Easy to work with and good results are achievable when 

using hand and machine tools. Some species, however, may have a minor 

blunting e�ect on tools due to the slight presence of silica in the wood - this 

can be resolved by using steel blades and bits or carbide cutting tools. 

Meranti typically glues, stains, sands, mills and finishes well.


