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Lime

Species Name: Tilia x europaea

Country of Origin: Known ordinarily as the Common 

Lime or Linden, it’s found natively throughout Europe, 

including the UK as well as North America and most 

abundantly in Asia. Tilia x europaea can be spotted in 

parks and more urban areas and is able to thrive in most 

well drained sandy or clay soils. It prefers an acid to 

alkali pH and can even grow in soils that are 

nutritionally deficient.

Woodshop’s Preferred Finish: Danish Oil, Tung Oil, 

Boiled Linseed Oil

Durability: Non-Durable (less than 5 years)

Density: 560 Density (Kg/m³) 

Uses: Carving, veneer, pattern work, Venetian blinds, 

model making, tableware, kitchen utensils such as 

cutting boards, musical instruments, turned objects, hat 

stands, shelves and more.

Colour(s): Uniform light white to cream surface with 

faint growth rings. Lime will turn yellow to pale brown in 

colour as it ages. The sapwood is almost 

indistinguishable from heartwood.
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The Tree: A natural hybrid of Tilia cordata and the Tilia platyphyllos, Tilia × 

europaea is Britain’s tallest broad leafed tree, capable of reaching heights of 

around 130 feet. It’s a large deciduous tree with an 8ft trunk circumference, 

often covered in burs and thick brushwood.

Conservation Status: Listed in the Red List of ‘Threatened’ Species according 

to IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) classification.

The Timber: The timber is characterised by its soft, fine, uniform texture - 

qualities that make it very desirable among wood carvers and more artistic or 

detailed woodworking. It also has a straight grain and subtle growth rings.

Strength: Lime has a strength comparable to Oak but it’s a soft timber and 

highly suitable to an array of di�erent jobs that don't require a particularly 

strong timber material.

Working Qualities: Limewood’s greatest asset is its incredible workability. A 

favourite among carvers, turners and sculptors, it’s soft and lightweight, 

meaning it will turn, carve, nail and split e�ectively. It’s also brilliant for glueing, 

staining, varnishing and polishing. To avoid any fuzziness on yourLlime 

surfaces, always use sharp cutting tools when working.


