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Idigbo

Species Name: Terminalia ivorensis

Country of Origin: Found in areas of Central Africa and 

predominantly in West Africa; Idigbo grows in 

Cameroon to Sierra Leone as well as Ghana, Guinea and 

the Ivory Coast to name a few places.

Woodshop’s Preferred Finish: Rustins Danish Oil

Durability: Moderately Durable (10 - 15 years)

Density: 560 Density (Kg/m³) - Density of Idigbo can 

vary by 20% or more.

Uses: Doors and windows, joinery, furniture, cabinets, 

veneer, sporting goods, garden furniture, interior trim.

Colour(s): Ranging from yellow to light brown.
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The Tree: Idigbo is a deciduous tree with a flat-topped crown that spreads 

horizontally outwards. The tree itself typically grows to around 100 - 150 feet 

tall with a trunk diameter of 3 - 5 feet. It can grow in very acidic soils and 

thrives in moist soils but cannot grow in the shade.

Conservation Status: Listed in IUCN’s (International Union for Conservation of 

Nature) ‘Red List’ of Threatened Species.

The Timber: This tropical hardwood is visually identifiable by its pale 

yellow-brown heartwood with grain textures that are comparable to oak. The 

grain varies from straight to irregular, or even interlocking, and is texturally 

medium to coarse. It is a versatile all-round choice for furniture, high quality 

joinery, decorative woodworking projects and exterior projects.

Strength: Good durability and highly resistant to preservative treatment; 

Idigbo is a solid and long-lasting choice with a medium hardness and a 

medium weight. It holds up very well to everyday wear and tear, making it a 

brilliant choice for furniture.

Working Qualities: Described as having a good level of workability, it can be 

used e�ectively with hand and machine tools without dulling blade edges. The 

timber is also fairly good at taking glues, nails and screws while staining and 

responding well to finishing treatments. Idigbo also o�ers resistance to 

warping and bending.


