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European Oak

Species Name: Quercus robur

Country of Origin: Also known as Common Oak, 

English Oak and European Oak, this slow growing tree 

thrives in central regions of Europe. It prefers plains and 

hills as well as seasonally wet areas near streams and 

rivers. European Oak grows well in fertile soils that 

receive plenty of water in a continental climate.

Woodshop’s Preferred Finish: Osmo Polyx hardwax oil 

3062, 3032, 3044, Osmo Top Oil 3058, 3068.

Durability: Durable (15 - 25 years)

Density: 700 Density (Kg/m³)

Uses: Furniture, cabinet work, joinery, flooring, 

shopfitting, cladding, boat building.

Colour(s): The heartwood is yellowish-brown to light or 

medium brown in colour and the sapwood is almost 

white to light brown, with little variation between both 

heartwood and sapwood colours.
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The Tree: This large deciduous tree can grow to approximately 60 - 100 feet, 

depending on growth conditions, with a natural lifespan of a few hundred 

years. Its circumference may usually be around the 13 feet mark and it is 

identifiable by its short-stalked leaves and acorns that ripen in the 

autumn season.

Conservation Status: Listed in IUCN’s (International Union for Conservation of 

Nature) ‘Least Concern’ species category.

The Timber: European Oak has a uniform colour that’s heavily influenced by 

the conditions it grows in, therefore its colour can vary somewhat from 

yellowish to even grey-ish brown in some cases. It has a medium to coarse 

and uneven texture and a straight grain with possible irregular or interlocking 

patterns depending on growing conditions.

Strength: European Oak is a hard, strong and heavy timber, known for its high 

strength properties and good levels of durability. It also o�ers good abrasion 

resistance, making it an excellent choice for indoor furniture. This wood has 

good decay resistance for projects such as boat building.

Working Qualities: European Oak can vary from easy to moderately di�cult 

to work with. It can machine well in some cases but responds less well in 

others, so some preparation may be needed. It takes glues, nails and screws 

well, except near to edges, where the timber should be pre-bored. This type of 

oak can be finished to an incredibly professional standard and is open to 

staining, waxing, polishing, smoking, fuming and liming to accentuate the 

beauty of the wood.


