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Ash

Species Name: Fraxinus

Country of Origin: Europe, North America and Asia. 

The Ash tree grows in warm climates with well drained 

soil and enough direct sunlight that’s conducive to 

growth. They are the third most common tree in 

Britain.

Woodshop’s Preferred Finish: Osmo Polyx hardwax 

oil 3062, 3032, 3044, Osmo Top Oil 3058, 3068.

Durability: Non Durable (less than 5 years)

Density: Low to medium density - 710 Density (Kg/m³)

Uses: Interior furniture, flooring, panelling, doors, 

kitchens, shop fitting, interior joinery, dining room 

tables, kitchen worktops, desktops, pool cues and 

tool handles.

Colour(s): Light to medium brown, darkening with age.
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The Tree: An ordinary Ash tree can reach fully grown heights of 100 - 130 

feet with a lifespan of around 200 - 300 years. They are fast growing trees 

that flourish in sunlight and grow far less impressively in areas of shade. Ash 

trees often grow together, forming a round canopy and can be found thriving 

near streams and lower sloping areas. 

These large deciduous trees are identified by their pale brown to greyish bark 

and pinnately compound leaves that are oval in shape and fall while they’re 

still green. 

Conservation Status: The once abundant Ash is now listed in IUCN’s 

(International Union for Conservation of Nature) ‘Red List of Threatened 

Species’ due to invasive beetles and pathogens.

The Timber: Derived from hardwood trees, Ash is visually characterised by a 

minimal colour di�erence between the heartwood and sapwood. Ash is 

typically a blonde or beige colour, turning to a richer and darker brown after 

drying. In nearly all circumstances, Ash wood has a straight grain, making it 

an aesthetically appealing choice for smart furniture and similar projects that 

require a professional finish.

O�ering good interior-grade strength and durability, Ash timber is also 

known for its elastic qualities, making it suitable for not only furniture and 

decorative projects, but also more practical applications such as tool handles, 

sports and musical equipment, including bows and shells for drum kits.

Strength: Good overall strength and flexibility comparable to Oak. Ash 

timber has great shock-resistance and hardness properties and won’t scratch 

or damage easily. O�ers slight resilience to decay.

Working Qualities: Great results are achievable when using hand or 

machine tools - Ash timber also glues, stains and finishes well.


