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American White Oak Timber

Species Name: Quercus alba

Country of Origin: Found in eastern and central areas 

of North America. Quercus alba, or American White 

Oak, is able to grow in a wide range of dry and damp 

habitats, including ridges, valleys and fairly acidic and 

alkaline soils. It can be found stretching from 

Minnesota to northern Florida and eastern Texas.

Woodshop’s Preferred Finish: Osmo Polyx hardwax 

oil 3062, 3032, 3044, Osmo Top Oil 3058, 3068.

Durability: Moderately durable (15 - 25 years)

Density: 770 Density (Kg/m³)

Uses: Interior joinery, shopfitting, stairs, furniture, 

kitchen doors and flooring, desk or kitchen worktops, 

cabinetmaking, o�ce furniture, panelling.

Colour(s): The heartwood is light to medium brown in 

colour, often with a reddish tint. The paler sapwood 

colour will sometimes have a gradual colour di�erence 

or no variation at all compared to the heartwood.
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The Tree: American White Oak trees are very large, reaching heights of 80 - 

100 feet with an enormous canopy, broad top and large wide angle 

protruding branches. The bark is light ash-grey in colour and can vary from 

being dark grey to white in some cases. 

Conservation Status: Listed in IUCN’s (International Union for Conservation 

of Nature) ‘Least Concern’ species category.

The Timber: This widely used and popular hardwood comes with a straight 

grain, a medium to coarse uneven texture, and a consistent visual appeal that 

makes it a great choice for many di�erent types of woodworking project.

Strength: American White Oak is known for its hardness, heaviness and high 

strength. It also has great resilience and density with minimal risk of 

splintering. Due to its closed cellular structure, this wood is both water and 

rot resistant, making it a practical and decorative woodworking choice.

Working Qualities: Expect solid results with hand and machine tools. 

American White Oak takes glues, nails and screws well but pre-boring is 

recommended for the best results. It can also be finished to a very high 

standard when used with oils, stains, waxes and similar treatments. Due to its 

relatively low moisture content, the timber can be susceptible to movement 

in variable humidity environments, making it unsuitable for external use.


